Susila Dharma Colombia
Period 2007-2009

Amaliah Giraldo was tested in as SDC chair in 2007. 

She took over the SDC Corporation which had dynamic founding members interested in being a politically active NGO, but in Amaliah’s view without effectiveness within the community from which it took its name and which should be the first example of social development.  She felt that the support from the National Committee was partial and limited to friendly arrangements with no deep analysis of the reality of situations.
In the Panamerican Gathering an agreement was reached by which the SDC Corporation should be established as a project independent from the SDC wing, with its own name, seeing as it was not right to have two Susila Dharma wings, nor be a project leader and be SD representative, in order to avoid conflicts of interest. It was also seen as necessary to legalize the SDC wing, but this finally did not happen due to economic restrictions.
During the Panamerican Gathering, SD used the space in order to consolidate structures and carry out education and training for the project and SD representatives. Steps, objectives and project planning were clarified and the conditions for obtaining support from SDIA were outlined, as well as other themes of interest for the Subud community in general. Most of the workshop leaders were Subud members and they did a very good job.

A booklet compiling talks by Ibu Rahayu and Bapak was produced for the gathering and sold as a fundraising effort. A video was also produced about Colombia and its people, traditions etc.

Unfortunately, after the capacity-building, most participants seemed only interested in an economic injection, ignoring the possibility of economic sustainability or productivity starting from the Subud community itself.

During Amaliah’s mandate, support was offered to various people who presented different projects including a training centre for young women, and to people interested in becoming SDIA affiliates. 
Different Subud groups were visited: Medellín, Manizales, Guarne, Armenia, Amanecer and Bucaramanga. Groups were asked to name a local representative, and this was achieved in a few groups.

The International Centre of Amanecer has been fundamental for the development of social programmes in Colombia since its inception. With the help of SDIA, the GHFP and other Subud entities and individuals internationally, the surrounding communities and some Subud families have been helped through the project Semillitas and the Our Lady of Fatimah School.
The project Alianza Centros de Desarrollo Comunitario (Alliance of Community Development Centres) in Ciudad Bolivar in Bogotá, led by Consuela Hernandez (Nubia) helps the disadvantaged community. There is also ICDP, a social project with a big impact on a national and international level led and implemented by Subud members. They are an example for our brotherhood and for society.

The aim of SDC in this period was to retrieve the teachings of Bapak who said that charity should not be carried out with the heart and should start by helping our own group members. Bapak told us about the importance of enterprises in order to establish strong and sustainable projects.

It is important to create an emergency fund in each group and not become indifferent when our brothers and sisters need it, as well as creating projects which can be of benefit to our own members.
At the moment the Cali group has a project to work with and for Subud members and the pilot project will be carried out within the group in order to reach out to the other Subud groups afterwards. We hope that we can make this effective in order to make Bapak’s vision of charity beginning at home a reality, because we cannot do charitable works outside while our own family dies from its unfulfilled needs.

It is worth pointing out the valuable work of some members who run projects on their own resources without being affiliated to SDIA, for example Medellín’s Mis Corazones Alegres, a home for senior citizens, and community project Cormuedpaz in Bucaramanga.

GENERAL SITUATION:

The actions of Subud members are often limited to finding a house where they can practice latihan and some give conditional monetary contributions or encourage a begging attitude.

Responsibility for the development of our community should come from the conviction and absolute sense of belonging in participative work and non-exclusion of each Subud member. Within the groups, the situation is complex and requires our will, awareness, understanding and work to generate skills and initiatives for personal and social development.
The helpers should be living examples of the skills, sense of belonging and work of the members, and become closer to the members.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
To start to recompose the social fabric and encourage integration through participative work and play, recreational and educational activities.
To receive ideas and support with a sense of belonging towards generating and working in activities which can provide economic resources in order to develop training in art, micro-entreprises etc. with a view to giving members tools for their personal and social development.

Amaliah Giraldo, SDC Representative between 2007 and 2009.

