A report on Civil Society Forum — by Joe Rosario
(Organized by Conference of NGOs)

Around 500 participants from various organizations

53' ~ from all over the world attended the civil Society forum
! held at Geneva from 28" to 30" June 2007. Raphael Bate
! (SD France) and I represented Susila Dharma in this

‘ Forum.

! The forum was focused towards the achievements of the
. millennium development Goals (MDG), adopted by UN
General Assembly in 2000. The goals are:
; 1. Eradicate extreme Poverty.
2. Achieve universal primary education.
3. Promote gender equality.
4. Reduce child mortality.
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5. Improve maternal health.

6. Combat HIV / AIDS, malaria and other diseases.
7. Ensure environmental sustainability.

8. Develop a global partnership for development.

2015 was set as the target before which these goals have to be achieved. As we are
exactly in the middle, it is time to take stock of things. The countries need to be examined
how far each one has progressed in achieving these goals. The forum was opened by the
president of CONGO, Renate Bloom and closed by Romulus Costea, president Human
Rights Council.

The central objective of the forum was to give feedback on MDG to the annual
ministerial review of ECOSOC, which took place immediately after the forum. The
participants came from various countries and cultures, yet all were concerned how to
promote pro-poor sustained economic growth in every country in the world.

Eradication of Hunger & Poverty:

It is true that global wealth increases every year. But at the same time around 840 million
people do not have access to enough food. One of the reasons is that the countries prefer
to spend on arms (Annual global spending on arms 1.2 trillion dollars) than on
development and eradication of poverty. In her opening address the CONGO president
made an appeal that NGOs should address to their governments the simple question of
spending priorities: What is the proportion of spending on the military as compared to
eradication of hunger and primary education.

The forum requested the member states of ECOSOC to adopt a strong resolution on the
right to food at the UN General assembly this year. It was also recommended that a
constitutional legal frame work regarding the right to food is introduced in the States so



that the citizens can have recourse to claim that right. This will make the governments
accountable and responsible to the hungry.

Promoting pro-poor growth:

It is a contradiction that in a situation where the energy consumption production and GDP
are increasing every year, there are also large number of children dieing due to hunger
and famine. Economic growth is good and essential but it is not an end by itself, it has to
benefit the poor. The growth should reduce poverty and improve quality of people’s
lives. The preoccupation of the developing countries should be how to grow faster and at
the same time, ensure that poor benefit from this growth. This can be done only if the
governments are guided by good, long and short term macro economic policies. The pro
poor growth should be brought within the ambit of Human Rights. The rights based
approach should include equitable sharing of resources, the right for decent work, and the
rights of the poor people over land and property.

Human Rights Approach to MDG:

MDG and Human Rights have common objectives. To preserve and protect human
dignity, poverty, injustice and discriminations always constitute a denial of Human Right.
MDGs are about realizing the right to development within a broader Human rights
framework. While MDGs aim to reduce poverty, and to tackle various expressions of
poverty, Human rights address the causes of poverty. The causes include discriminations,
powerlessness and poorly functioning mechanisms of accountability. The millennium
goals are political commitments which are not legally binding. However for each
millennium goal, there is a corresponding Human Rights norm which brings legal
authority to bear on efforts to achieve the goal.

Countdown to 2015:

Millennium declaration was made in 2000. Now we are in 2007. The time set to achieve
these goals is 2015. So we are exactly in the midway. How far we have achieved these
MDGs? It was felt that while some countries progressed well others were disappointing.
While progress made by India and China are good, the situation in Africa, East Asia and
Latin America is not very bright.

Surprisingly even after 7 years of millennium declarations only 20 to 30 percent of
people indicate that they have heard of MDGs. The MDGs should become the public
debate in all countries and hold government’s public sectors and private sectors
accountable.

On the international front, there is a need for political will on the part of G8 countries, to
take actions on global inequities. Developed countries need to implement serious reform
programs which will uplift the poor countries in developing countries. In addition, the
international financial institutions should take concrete actions on debt cancellation for



indebted poor countries. One third of national budgets in some poor countries are going
towards debt servicing and this is a hindrance towards achieving MDGs. The
international communities should secure needed policy space and enabling environment
for developing countries to lead the MDGs forward. Integrated policies in relation to
social protections and accountability of governments are core to the realization of MDGs.

Conclusions:

Millennium declaration has relevance and meaning for all SD Projects. We need to re-
orient our projects in terms of MDGs. I am sure many of our projects are concerned with
the eradication of poverty and hunger, and universal primary education and health. We
need to develop new projects towards meeting of other goals, such as combating HIV/
AIDS, promoting gender equality and empowerment of women.

Susila Dharma international needs to form issue-based networking of projects around
MDG and take up advocacy works and influence the local governments.

Within SD International network there should be open dialogue between the Northern
and Southern NGOs on specific issues Eg: Food security, debt cancellation etc. and
corresponding action needs to be mooted in their own respective country’s forum.

In this context I am glad to inform that Mithra along with other NGOs is calling for
CONGO India in near future at Bangalore to take stock of MDGs. As an associate
member of UN, let SDIA also submit its annual report on MDGs. This needs to be
collated carefully from all the projects and countries.

Finally I find in all international conferences Brahma Kumaris bringing in spiritual
dimensions to the conference. In this conference a workshop on spiritual wealth in
eradicating poverty was organized by them. Can Subud make similar contributions?

Joe Rosario, Mithra Foundation
11/07/2007



